20	part II. General Principles
structure and some of the functions of the organs of the Central
Government, and in Part V. the organisation of the courts and the
exercise of the judicial function. Part VI. outlines the structure and
functions of the elected councils which administer local government
services as general purpose authorities; there arc other regional and
local authorities responsible for particular services, such as hospitals
and river drainage which are not included under the title, local
government. In Part VIL, Administrative Law, we shall return to
those problems (foreshadowed by the study of the separation of
powers) which arise from the relationship of one organ of govern-
ment to another and the exercise by the Executive of legislative and
judicial functions. It is here that we shall discuss the chief functions
of the Judiciary in relation to administration. In Part VIII. there will
be examined the fundamental political rights of the citizen* freedom
of person, freedom of discussion and freedom of public meeting,
Part IX, deals with the organisation and discipline of the armed
forces of the Crown and the topic of martial law; Part X, with the
British Commonwealth, the Colonies and Protectorates; Part XI,
with religious bodies and the special status of the established Church
of England,
CHAPTER 1.
THE DOCTRINE OF SEPARATION OF POWERS.
Meaning of   it has been seen that it is customary to divide the powers of govern-
ment *nto *kree» legislative, executive and judicial. There will now
be discussed the doctrine of separation of powers which has played
so prominent & part in the theory and practice of constitution making
and particularly influenced the framers of the constitution of the
United States. To avoid confusion of thought it is important tono£p
that separation ojfppwers may mean three different things: (oJlEaL
the same personfsnbuld not form part of more than one of the fhrgal
organs of government, e.g* that Ministers should not sit in Parlia«|l
ment;lSy that one organ of government should not control orjnter***
fere with the*ex6rctee of its function by another organ, e,g> that the
JJ353a5y'sfiould be Independent of the Executive or that Ministers
should not be responsible to Parliament; (c) that one organ of
government should not exercise the ftmctions of another, e.g. that
Ministers should not have legislative powers* In considering each
of these three aspects of separation of powers we shall consider two
quite different questions: (i) How far is there separation of powers in
the British constitution to-day? (ii) How far is separation of power|
desirable?

